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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-3 and 5-20 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1-3 and 5-20 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 
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Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)E| All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.^ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
4/9/2010 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-3 and 5-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US patent 6370713, Bosio. 

In regards to claim 1 , Bosio discloses a holding device for a shower hose, 
comprising: 

a feed-through element (2), a shower hose led (4) through the feed-through 
element, a retaining mechanism (1 ) for securing the shower hose against movement in 
one direction, with a detachable coupling for coupling and decoupling the shower hose 
with the retaining mechanism, wherein the retaining mechanism allows the shower hose 
to be pulled out, and when coupled prevents the shower hose from being pulled back, 
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and when decoupled allows the shower hose to be pulled back, wherein the detachable 
coupling is actuated for said coupling and decoupling, manually by manipulation of the 
shower hose. 

In regards to claim 2, Bosio discloses the retaining mechanism is disposed on 
the feed-through element. 

In regards to claim 3, Bosio discloses the coupling can be actuated manually by 
action upon the feed- through element. 

In regards to claim 5, Bosio discloses the coupling can be released by pulling on 
the shower hose and engaged by renewed pulling. 

In regards to claim 6, Bosio discloses the shower hose is secured at least 
partially by force closure. 

In regards to claim 7, Bosio discloses the shower hose is at least one of ribbed 
and coiled, and securement is realized at least partially by form closure. 

In regards to claim 8, Bosio discloses the retaining mechanism is configured 
such that the retaining mechanism secures the shower hose only in a certain rotary 
position and in another rotary position lets the shower hose through. 

In regards to claim 9, Bosio discloses the retaining mechanism has a sleeve, 
which, at one position at least, has an inwardly projecting oblique surface. 

In regards to claim 10, Bosio discloses in the rest of a circumferential region 
apart from the inwardly projecting oblique surface, the sleeve has a configuration in 
which the internal diameter is not reduced. 
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In regards to claim 1 1 , Bosio discloses the sleeve comprises an outer sleeve and 
the retaining mechanism has a clamping sleeve, which is guided in the outer sleeve so 
as to be movable to a limited degree and, at one circumferential position at least, has an 
outwardly protruding projection. 

In regards to claim 12, Bosio discloses a circumferential extent of the projection 
is smaller than a circumferential extent of a portion of the outer sleeve that is free from 
the oblique surface. 

In regards to claim 13, Bosio discloses the projection is configured so as to be 
flexible in a radial direction. 

In regards to claim 14, Bosio discloses the projection, upon radial movement 
inward, enters into at least one of force and form closure with the shower hose led 
through the clamping sleeve. 

In regards to claim 15, Bosio discloses the projection is configured on a molded- 
on tongue of the clamping sleeve. 

In regards to claim 16, Bosio discloses the projection is configured on a separate 
component. 

In regards to claim 17, Bosio discloses the clamping sleeve is configured such 
that, when the shower hose is moved, the clamping sleeve is carried along with the 
shower hose in a longitudinal direction. 

In regards to claim 18, Bosio discloses a connecting link guide between the outer 
sleeve and the clamping sleeve, which aligns at least one said projection of the 
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clamping sleeve alternately with at least one said oblique surface and an interspace 
with the at least one said oblique surface. 

In regards to claim 19, Bosio discloses the connecting link guide has a 
connecting link on the outer sleeve and at least one pin on the clamping sleeve. 

In regards to claim 20, Bosio discloses the connecting link guide allows a full 
rotation of the clamping sleeve. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims above have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AARON DUNWOODY whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7080. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-4:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached on (571)272-7087. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/AARON DUN WOODY/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3679 

.amd 



